Question: | have to do an analysis using BOOTSTRAP and I've tried but it’s taking forever! Is there
any way to speed this process up?

Answer: Yes, possibly. Keep in mind that when most procedures run, no matter how many variables
are being used, they have to pass ALL the data: Every case and every variable. The more rows and
columns used, the more data there is to write and the longer it takes. Many times, we need all the
cases; our analysis requires them. However, chances are that we don’t need all the variables, perhaps
just a subset of them. If we can reduce the number of columns to go through, any given analysis will
run that much quicker. Sometimes, the difference is dramatic.

Here is an example, very similar to a real user experience. Suppose that we have a dataset with 16000
cases and 4000 variables. We only need to use 2 variables in our simple REGRESSION problem. If we
open the dataset and run REGRESSION with BOOTSTRAP (by default that is 1000 samples, or passing
the data 1000 times), it will take REGRESSION about half an hour to display the results. On the other
hand, if we reduce the dataset to just the variables we need, the identical analysis takes less than 90
seconds.

Here is what we did:

1. Open the original dataset.
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2. Select File > Save As...
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3. Select “Variables...”
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Keeping 4,157 of 4,157 variables.
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4. Check “Drop All”.

Only selected variables will be saved to specified data file.
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Selected: 4157 of 4157 variables.
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5. Find and select just the variables that are required.



Only selected variables will be saved to specified data file.

Keep Name Label Order

Q37M2 1205 Keep All
Q37M3 1206
Q40M1 1207 Visible Only
Q40M2 1208
Q43M1 1209
Q43M2 1210 Drop All
Q46M1 1211
Qa6M2 1212
Q48AM1 1213
Q48AM2 1214
Q48AM3 1215
Q48AM4 1216
Q49M1 1217
Q49M2 1218
Q49M3 1219
Q308M1 1220
Q30BM2 1221
Q308M3 1222
Q30BM4 1223

SeedYield 1224

DistancefromRoads 1225
NQ3A0107 1226
NQ3A0108 1227
NQ3A0109 1228
NQ3A0197 1229
NQ3A0297 1230
NQ3A0307 1231
NQ3A0308 1232
NQ3A0309 1233
NQ3A0407 1234
NQ3A0408 1235
NQ3A0409 1236
NQ3A0507 1237

Selected: 2 of 4157 variables.
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6. Save the data to a new file, perhaps in a temporary directory where you can delete it later if you
need or want to.
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7. Do the analysis on the reduced dataset.



